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In 2013, just under 700,000 motor vehicle 
thefts were reported to the police. This was down 
more than 43% from the 2004 level. More than 
$4.1 billion was lost to motor vehicle theft in  
2013, and the average loss per theft was $5,971.74 
Table 4.1 lists the most frequently stolen cars in 
2013. Note that the kinds of cars that Vin Diesel 
steals in Fast and Furious are not included in  
the table, not because those cars are not attractive 
targets, but because not nearly as many of those 
high-end cars are available, compared to the types 
of automobiles listed in the table. Interestingly, 
according to the National Insurance Crime Bureau, 
the theft of electronic access codes for automobiles 
is becoming increasingly problematic.

Arson
Arson occurs when individuals intentionally set a 
structure on fire. Common law definitions of arson 
suggested that it was only a crime if the structure was 
someone else’s dwelling place (that is, burning your 
own property was not arson). State laws expanded to 
define arson as intentional burning of any structure 
or property, including the offender’s own property 
and nonresidential structures. In many states, degrees 
of arson are set based on whether a victim is in the 
structure (first-degree arson) or not (second-degree 
arson). Accidental fires are not technically arson, 
unless the fire was caused by reckless conduct.

Juveniles committed the vast majority of all arsons between 2007 
and 2011. Arsons by juveniles have been classified as accidental arsons 
from playing with fire, intentional arsons from playing with fire, and  
crisis-motivated arsons. Juveniles committed 80% of the intentional arsons 
and 99% of the accidental arsons.75 Motives cited for arson include excite-
ment, vandalism, profit, extremist behaviors, to cover up a crime, and 
revenge.76 A revenge-oriented arson that received a great deal of public 
attention involved Lisa Lopes, the former TLC star who later died in a car 
crash. Lopes burned down boyfriend Andre Rison’s house after setting his 
shoes on fire in a bathtub. She told officials that she set the shoes on fire as 
revenge for abuse she said Rison had directed toward her.

Arsonists typically start with small fires (in garbage cans, dumpsters, 
and so on) and gradually begin to select other targets to prey upon.77 A 
number of misguided perceptions about arson exist. Some people mistak-
enly believe that firefighters are frequently arsonists; in reality, arsons by 
firefighters are rare. John Hall has cited three myths about arson:78

´´ Arson is the fastest growing crime in the United States. (They are 
actually becoming less common.)

The Most Stolen Cars, 2013TABLE 4.1
TYPE OF CAR NUMBER OF CARS STOLEN

Honda Accord 53,995

Honda Civic 45,001

Chevrolet Pickup (Full Size) 27,809

Ford Pickup (Full Size) 26,494

Toyota Camry 14,420

Dodge Pickup (Full Size) 11,347

Dodge Caravan 10,911

Jeep Cherokee/Grand Cherokee 9,2721
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In 2013, Honda Accords were stolen more often than any other automobile.
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arson: A crime in which an 
individual intentionally sets a 
structure on fire.


